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TAGS: EAGR, EPAP, EALR, IV 

SUBJECT: PRODUCER PRICES SET FOR COFFEE, COCOA AND COTTON 

1. 1975-76 COCOA AND COFFEE SEASON OPENED IN IVORY COAST 
ON OCTOBER 6 AND COTTON SEASON BEGAN OCTOBER 10. GOIC 
ANNOUNCED FRIDAY DECISION TO MAINTAIN PURCHASE PRICES 
TO PRODUCERS AT LAST SEASON'S LEVEL. (PRICES GIVEN IN CFA 
FRANCS PER KILO, U.S. DOLLAR PRICES IN PARENTHESES): 

GREEN COFFEE 1 50 (0.66) 

COFFEE CHERRIES 75 (0.33) 
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COCOA BEANS 175 (0.77) 

ALLEN COTTON, TOP QUALITY 70 (0.3 1) 

ALLEN COTTON, COMMON 60 (0.26) 

225 CFAF EQUAL ONE DOLLAR 

2. GOIC INDICATED HOLDING THE LINE ON PRICES DUE TO WORLD- 
WIDE ECONOMIC CRISIS. THIS MARKS FIRST YEAR IN RECENT 
MEMORY THAT IVORY COAST HAS NOT ANNOUNCED CONSIDERABLE 
INCREASE IN PRICE TO FARMER FOR AGRICULTURAL COMMODITIES. 

LAST YEAR, FOR EXAMPLE, EMBASSY REPORTED INCREASES OF 

25 PCT FOR COFFEE, 59 PCT FOR COCOA, 55 PCT FOR TOP QUALITY COTTON, 
AND 71 PCT FOR COMMON GRADE COTTON OVER PRICES OF 1973-74 
SEASON. 

3. IVORIAN POLICY NOT ENTIRELY UNFORESEEN DEVELOPMENT. IN 
EMBASSY'S OPINION CAISSE DE STABILISATION'S (MARKETING 
BOARD) RESERVE POSITION MUST BE CRITICAL AFTER HAVING 
CONTINUED TO PAY HIGH FIXED PRICES TO FARMERS FOR COCOA 
AND COFFEE LAST SPRING DURING PERIOD OF FALLING WORLD 
MARKET PRICES. CONTINUED TRADING LAST SPRING UNDERCUT 
CAISSE'S ABILITY TO SUPPORT HIGHER PRODUCER PRICES THIS 
FALL. 

4. NEWSPAPER REPORT STATES BRAZILIAN FROST AND POSSIBLITY 
OF NEW INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT MAY BRING HIGHER COFFEE 
PRICES ON WORLD MARKET THIS FALL, THEREBY BENEFITING 
IVORY COAST, BUT ADDS THIS IS STILL UNCERTAIN. 

5. GOIC GAVE STATIC SITUATION OF WORLD COCOA TRADE, 

UNCERTAINTY OF NEGOTIATIONS FOR NEW INTERNATIONAL AGREEMENT 
AND WORLD MARKET PRICE NOW 40 PCT LOWER THAN LAST YEAR 

AS REASONS FOR MAINTAINING LAST SEASON S COCOA PRICE. 

6. IVORY COAST NOW PUBLICLY ADMITS THAT DOMESTIC 
PRODUCER PRICE FOR COTTON HIGHER THAN WORLD MARKET PRICE, 
THEREBY ALLOWING NO POSSIBILITY OF FURTHER RISE. TEXTILE 
AND APPAREL MANUFACTURERS HAD RECENTLY COMPLAINED ABOUT 
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HIGH PRICE OF DOMESTIC COTTON. 

7. GOIC SEES PRUDENCE GUIDING ITS POLICIES. IT HOPES 
WORLD PRICES FOR ALL THREE COMMODITIES WILL PICK UP 
THIS FALL, THEREBY PERMITTING CAISSE DE STABILISATION TO 
RECOUP LOSSES AND REBUILD RESERVES TO ALLOW STRONG SUPPORT 
POSITION. GOVERNMENT INDICATES IT NEVERTHELESS EXPECTS 
FARMERS’ LOT TO IMPROVE THROUGH TOTAL INCOME RECEIPTS 
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SINCE PRODUCTION OF THESE COMMODITIES IS CONSTANTLY 
EXPANDING. 

8. IVORIAN GOVERNMENT LEFT OPEN POSSIBLITY THAT NEW 
PRODUCER PRICES MAY BE ANNOUNCED IF MARKET PRICES RISE 
DRAMATICALLY DURING 1975-76 SEASON. 

SMITH 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 


NNN 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Message Attributes 


Automatic Decaptioning: X 

Capture Date: 01 JAN 1994 

Channel Indicators: n/a 

Current Classification: UNCLASSIFIED 

Concepts: COCOA, COTTON, DATA, PRICES, EXPORTERS 

Control Number: n/a 

Copy: SINGLE 

Draft Date: 11 OCT 1975 

Decaption Date: 01 JAN 1960 

Decaption Note: 

Disposition Action: RELEASED 
Disposition Approved on Date: 

Disposition Authority: CunninFX 
Disposition Case Number: n/a 
Disposition Comment: 25 YEAR REVIEW 
Disposition Date: 28 MAY 2004 
Disposition Event: 

Disposition History: n/a 
Disposition Reason: 

Disposition Remarks: 

Document Number: 1975ABIDJA08699 

Document Source: CORE 

Document Unique ID: 00 

Drafter: n/a 

Enclosure: n/a 

Executive Order: N/A 

Errors: N/A 

Film Number: D750354-0981 
From: ABIDJAN 
Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Image Path: 

ISecure: 1 

Legacy Key: Iink1975/newtext/t1 9751 060/aaaacbfv. tel 

Line Count: 122 

Locator: TEXT ON-LINE, ON MICROFILM 
Office: ACTION EB 

Original Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Original Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Original Previous Classification: n/a 
Original Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Page Count: 3 

Previous Channel Indicators: n/a 
Previous Classification: LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Previous Handling Restrictions: n/a 
Reference: n/a 

Review Action: RELEASED, APPROVED 
Review Authority: CunninFX 
Review Comment: n/a 
Review Content Flags: 

Review Date: 19 JUN 2003 
Review Event: 

Review Exemptions: n/a 

Review History: RELEASED <1 9 JUN 2003 by izenbei0>; APPROVED <03 NOV 2003 by CunninFX> 

Review Markings: 

Margaret P. Grafeld 
Declassified/Released 
US Department of State 
EO Systematic Review 
06 JUL 2006 


Review Media Identifier: 

Review Referrals: n/a 
Review Release Date: n/a 
Review Release Event: n/a 
Review Transfer Date: 

Review Withdrawn Fields: n/a 
Secure: OPEN 
Status: NATIVE 

Subject: PRODUCER PRICES SET FOR COFFEE, COCOA AND COTTON 
TAGS: EAGR, EPAP, EALR, IV 
To: STATE MONROVIA 
Type: TE 

Markings: Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 06 JUL 2006 



